his article follows the pattern set by the semiannual series initiated by the late Constance M. Winchell more than thirty years ago and continued by Eugene Sheehy. Since the purpose of the list is to present a selection of recent scholarly and general works of interest to reference workers in university libraries, it does not pretend to be either well balanced or comprehensive. A brief roundup of new editions of standard works is provided at the end of the article. Code numbers (such as AD540, CJ331) have been used to refer to titles in Guide to Reference Books (lOth ed., Chicago:
New York: Webster's New World (dist. by Prentice Hall), 1989. 836p. $29.95 (ISBN 0-13-6204448) . LC 89-16692. Not many interchanges at busy reference desks can be described as typical, but this handy volume could answer many of the straightforward questions-What is the proper way to address a duke? How do the crime rates of New York and San Francisco compare? What is the Morse Code designation for a period?-thatreaders bring to librarians. While all of these questions could be answered with various individual encyclopedias and almanacs, the editors of this work have attempted to provide in one volume ''basic answers to commonly asked questions.' ' The editors of this volume ''informally surveyed" professional researchers, librarians, and reference editors for suggestions on the contents of this sort of ready reference tool, but it is unclear what other contributions were made by librarians from the New York Public or any other library.
Organized in twenty-six subject sections, such as "Time and Dates," "Legal Information," "Sports and Games," and "Words," the Desk Reference contains chronologies, graphs, charts, addresses, lists, formulas, and brief text entries. Emphasis is on the practical, and many subjects discussed herein would not be located in standard ready reference sources, e.g., stain removal, veterinary first aid, consumer information on insurance and real estate terminology and practices, even an explanation of Dewey Decimal and Library of Congress classification. Each section is followed by a brief bibliography of ''Additional Sources of Information," but no sources are given for the data or text within the articles. An index follows the main text.
Entries are sometimes too terse. The transliteration tables are helpful, but is the Greek table for ancient or Modem Greek?
Are the "Distress Signals" from an international, a military, or a scouting convention? Though readers may often need to pursue specialized or scholarly information elsewhere, this Desk Reference should prove useful to smaller, departmental libraries and offices lacking access to large reference collections.-B.J.
BIOGRAPHY
Thrapp, Dan L. Encyclopedia of Frontier Biography. Glendale, Calif.: Arthur H. Clark, 1988. 3v. $175 (ISBN 0-87062-191-2) . LC 88-71686. The author has written short biographical sketches of some 4,500 trappers, traders, cowpokes, marshalls, chiefs, scouts, miners, heroes, and desperados from the American frontier. "Frontier" is here defined in the broadest possible terms, with entries for travellers from the earliest era of western exploration, such as Saint Brendan and Erik the Red, to the explorers of the very last frontiers, such as Peary and Cook. Included here are men and women (and one mule) from all aspects of frontier life-all "who came to attention through the significance of their deeds or simply were of interest in some connection with the evolving drama" (Introd.).
Each entry contains birth and death dates (not always straightforwardGeorge LeRoy Parker, alias Butch Cassidy, has at least three possible death dates), a biographical profile, an assessment of influence or importance, and a few bibliographic notes or sources for further research. An index of personal names, topics ("Ghost Dance," "Gold Rush"), geographical locations, Indian tribes, and occupations ("Gunmen," ''Vigilantes'') follows the text.
Thrapp has a captivating style and obvious enthusiasm for his subject. Despite some inconsistencies in the indexing (why an entry for historians but not cattlemen or ranchers?) this encyclopedia is an extremely welcome addition to the shelf of biographical dictionaries.-B.J. March 1990 bania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Yugoslavia. Ed. by Juliusz Stroynowski. New York: Saur, 1989. 3v. $350 (ISBN 3-598-10636-X) . LC 89-154784. This is not Stroynowski' s first treatment of this subject: in 1978, he and Borys Lewytzkyj produced Who's Who in the Socialist Countries (Guide AJ56), a guide profiling 10,000 prominent figures in sixteen Communist countries, including the Soviet Union. The narrower scope of this Who's Who, however, permits much more extensive treatment, to say nothing of the fact that the passing of a decade has wrought considerable changes in the elites of Eastern Europe. As a result, this is a very different work from its predecessor, though use is naturally made in many cases of entries that appeared in that compendium.
Who's Who in the Socialist Countries of Europe: A Biographical Encyclopedia of More Than 12,600 Leading Personalities in Al-
Compiled from Stroynowski' s personal files between January 1986 and October 1988, the work is broad in scope, covering living persons (and a few recently deceased individuals of particular promise) from political parties, government, military, diplomacy, the economy, science, literature, religion, art, and the press. Also included are biographies of some 350 leading political dissidents and emigre figures. The records are arranged in a single alphabetical sequence, but there are country lists as well. Entries include information on nationality, profession, date of birth, · family background, career, publications, honors, decorations, and prizes.
Not too surprisingly, coverage of the individual countries is far from even. Comparing share of entries to share of population in the region, Hungary is by far the best represented, followed by East Germany, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, and Poland. Much more poorly represented are Albania, Romania, and especially Yugoslavia. In addition, the biographies of Poles are generally much more detailed than the others.
Of course, a work of this sort is always bound to leave something out. of religious affairs. The subject has notreceived a comprehensive modern treatment thus far, in large part because of official Soviet hostility to religion, and most of those sources that have attempted to do so (notably, a group of early twentiethcentury dictionaries and encyclopedias) are inaccessible to English-language readers.
Expected to comprise some twenty-five volumes at the time of its completion ten to fifteen years from now, the encyclopedia aims to cover all the religions practiced on the territory of the Soviet Union, but its primary emphasis, not too surprisingly, is on Orthodox Christianity, with a secondary emphasis on other Christian groups and Judaism. Only 9 of the 104 entries in volume one deal with non-JudeaChristian subjects. Only three of those are devoted to the ever more crucial area of Islam, and another, on ''AncientSlavicReligion, '' is disappointingly brief, even if one takes into account the fragmentary and confusing character of the sources.
Although MERSU touches upon theological and doctrinal matters, its real focus is on the historical. Biographies predominate, with extensive summaries of ecclesiastical affairs and church-state relations included under the names of individual Russian rulers. Considerable attention is also given to organizations and institutions, and there are short surveys of religious questions under the heading of individual ethnic groups. Citations to the major literature follow each entry.
As in the other encyclopedias produced by this press, extensive use is made (in a little less than half of the entries) of translations or adaptations from Russianlanguage reference sources, here notably The only weakness I can see is with the keyword index (which confusingly islabeled the subject index, but called the keyword index in the introduction). I had remembered a quotation about Americans' voting themselves money that included the word ''largesse.'' This word did not turn up in the keyword index, and I finally located the quotation under the subject heading ''Democracy.'' The only keyword under which this quotation is indexed is also ''democracy.'' But this is a minor drawback in a book that will give everyone fifty years' worth of work for $29.-M.C. The awe-inspiring Bloomsbury Iconography almost defies description but may prove extremely useful to more than its guaranteed audience of Bloomsburyphiles. This cataloged "index to reproductions of pictures relating to the Bloomsbury Group-i.e., portraits, sketches, and photographs of people, places, and things-lists roughly four thousand different pictures from about seven hundred sources" (Pre£.). These sources include books, periodicals, and exhibition catalogs published through 1985, and the people listed include family members, friends, and servants of the Bloomsbury Group.
Russkii biograficheskii slovar' (Guide
Entries are arranged in alphabetical order by name, beginning with Elise Anghilanti, the cook at La Bergere, Cassis, and ending with Virginia Woolf. Most of the entries are further subdivided into categories. The entry for Vita Sackville-West, for instance, lists seven categories: (A) pictures before marriage, (B) pictures after marriage, (C) posthumous pictures, (D) autographs, (E) Hogarth Press books, (F) miscellaneous (a reproduction of her first published article), and (G) places. Within each category, pictures are listed in chronological order, with descriptive notes and citations to sources of the reproductions. In addition to entries under people's names, there are entries under the names of places, e.g., Brunswick Square; things, e.g., Conversation Piece at Garsington Manor; and groups of people. Seven appendixes and an extensive index listing artists, photographers, locations, and subjects complete the volume.
Although the primary audience will be scholars, collectors, and others interested in the Bloomsbury Group, this carefully described iconography should also be of interest to art historians, social historians, and others who may be more interested in the pictorial documents than in the lives of the members of the Bloomsbury Group.-S.S. arranged entries for nearly 900 novelists, over 500 individual novels, and nearly 50 periodicals, as well as entries on important institutions in the Victorian book world such as Mudie' s Circulating Library. The author has also included entries on various genres, such as the "sensation novel'' and ''children's fiction.'' Unfortunately, there is no list of special topics covered, so the reader must be fairly imaginative to find entries such as "bigamy novels" or "hill-top novels." Although there are no bibliographies, the In addition to the usual names and addresses, each entry includes information about the nature and extent of materials in the collection, available viewing and research services and facilities, access policies, and "bibliographic control" of the collection. A considerable amount of detail regarding reproduction rights and licensing policies is provided for those users who are looking for footage that can be incorporated into a work that they are producing. While the content of most collections is described in fairly general terms with, perhaps, examples of representative titles, listings for several collections (for example, the U.S. National Archives Motion Picture, Sound, and Video Branch) provide much more detailed descriptions of their holdings.
The directory is arranged by state and city, with an index of sources and collections, an index of television series titles, and an excellent subject index. This list is an exceedingly useful guide for anyone, including film scholars and historians, looking for film or video footage by or about a person, place, event, or thing (though it inconveniently refers the user to the names of the relevant collections without the page numbers on which they are found).
There is also a section listing individuals and organizations that do research and consulting on all aspects of locating, acquiring, using, and managing moving images. The volume begins with several short articles giving concise, informative overviews of such topics as copyright and licensing, preservation, and stock shot libraries and ends with a glossary of terms. The Harvard Graduate School of Education began systematically to submit its dissertations to University Microfilms only in 1974, so this bibliography will make life much easier for anyone looking for education dissertations. The entries are arranged alphabetically by author and include the UMI order number, when available, as well as the Harvard University call number. The subject index uses Library of Congress subject headings, which will please anyone who has had to use the keyword index in the Comprehensive Dissertation Index.
The introduction also includes detailed instructions about using or borrowing these dissertations. This welcome guide will, I hope, be the first in a series of similar guides.-M.C. The acquisition and merger of corporations is a hot topic that is generating a great deal of literature. Levine's book is aimed at those business planners and strategists who wish to establish an acquisition program in their organizations. As with his Financial Analyst's Handbook (Guide CH577) he has produced a work that is a valuable addition to any business library's reference collection. Including Sumner Levine, there are twelve contributors to this volume, representing academia, law, consulting, investment banking, and accounting.
BUSINESS
An overview of the acquisition process is provided in the first chapter, where reasons for failure and the importance of long-term planning are also discussed. Typical of Levine's practical approach is the inclusion of a chapter on appropriate information sources, with three appendixes on computerized data sources. Of the remaining eleven chapters each one focuses on a specific aspect of the process and is treated at some length. These include candidate identification, the acquisition campaign, financial statement analysis, valuation and pricing, tax aspects, turnaround acquisition, formulas and calculations, and the acquisition contract.
Many of the chapters have appended materials that amplify the practical aspects of the topic under discussion. Sources of information, including bibliographic references and online databases, are cited throughout so that the most relevant ones are emphasized in context.-J.L.C. subject index is one of those all-toofamiliar indexes that lists a term followed by hundreds of item numbers. The weak subject index and the broad subject arrangement make it difficult to find citations by place. To find references related to women in Mexico, the reader must either browse through all the chapters or go through the 450 entries listed after Mexico in the index. Signed articles are listed in alphabetical order, and range in length from 200 to 1,500 words. Many of the longer entries are followed by brief bibliographies that list important, and recent, works to consult for more information. Crossreferences and a good subject index provide additional subject access.
WOMEN'S STUDIES
The encyclopedia focuses on the American experience, and many of the entries deal specifically with the United States. A great variety of topics are covered; entries under the letter D, for example, include Deconstruction, Dependency, Depression, Differential Socialization, Discrimination, Displaced Homemaker, Divorce, , Domestic Service, Domestic Sphere, Domestic Violence, Double Bind, Double Jeopardy, Double Standard, Dower, Dowry, Dual-Career Couples, and Dual Role. The entries reflect the feminist approach of the contributor, and range from strict definition to provocative discussion.
The Women's Studies Encyclopedia succeeds very well in its goal to 11 convey information to an educated audience without expertise in the subject area of the individual entry'' (Introd.) and is recommended to libraries of all sizes.-S.S.
HISTORY

Gosudarstvennye arkhivy SSSR: spravochnik.
Moskva: Mysl, 1989,2v. 3.50rub. (ISBN 5-24400-336-4, 5-24400-374-7 The entries are arranged by union republic, and within each of those sections description of central archives precedes those of provincial or local ones. An index of proper names provides some limited additional access to contents.
Each entry begins with the address and telephone number of the institution, followed by the number of collections and archival units (with special notice, where appropriate, of photographic and some other special types of material) and by an indication of the chronological range of the holdings. This is followed by a concise and useful summary of each institution's history and previous names, if any, as well as by an overview of the archive's holdings and some of its most important collections. At the end of each entry, bibliographical citations are provided to the official guide or guides (generally not more than two) to the holdings of each institution. A short bibliography of published surveys of particular groups of archives is also included at the end of the work.
Naturally, this brief guide falls short of providing the depth of coverage, bibliography, and even access to finding aids available in the volumes of Patricia Ken- Ten years of effort and almost ten pounds of paper have gone into this splendid survey of things southern. The editors and contributors, under the auspices of the Center for Southern Culture at the University of Mississippi, have taken the broadest possible interpretation of the terms southern and culture. Reaching beyond the geographic boundaries of the eleven Confederate states, this work encompasses all those ''aspects of southern life and thought-the individuals, places, ideas, rituals, symbols, myths, values, and experiences-which have sustained either the reality or the illusion of regional distinctiveness" (Introd.). The result is a fascinating compendium of articles on "possums" as well as "poverty," "southern rock" as well as "sacred harp," and "mobile homes" as well as the "Mississippi River.''
The Encyclopedia is organized into twenty-four broad sections, such as "Literature," "Religion," "Mythic South," and "Black Life." Each section contains an overview essay by the consulting editor, a series of articles on major issues and ideas arranged alphabetically, and a second series of shorter biographical and topical sketches. All entries are signed and many contain cross-references to other articles and subjects; brief bibliographies follow each entry. The organization of the volume into twenty-four sections facilitates browsing and provides many differ-ent perspectives on each subject area. Many of the articles are written by authorities in the field (e.g., Alan Brinkley on Huey P. Long, Eugene Genovese on George Fitzhugh). An index of contributors and a general index complete the volume.
As with any work to which so many scholars from so many different disciplines have contributed, coverage is sometimes uneven. Log homes are treated in the ''Art and Architecture,'' '' Geography," and "Folklife" sections, butthere is no article on Mount Vernon or Monticello. ''Grits'' are covered in ''History and Manners," but "Okra" is considered "Folklife," so that the index must be used to locate every item concerned with food and foodways. Some essays seem at first glance to be marginal or unnecessary until one turns to them, e.g., "Pets" (southerners keep more dogs and wild critters) or ''Thomas Merton'' (he was cloistered in Kentucky). Taken as a whole, though, The Encyclopedia of Southern Culture is an impressive resource for both the reference desk and researchers. Where else could one find a concise article and bibliographic information on Goo Goo Clusters or Moon Pies?-B.J. ISBN 0-313-23130-3) . LC 88-32348. The field of demographic history has blossomed since the early 1980s, but the compilers feel that much publishing prior to this period is still of great interest. Thus this first volume covers books and journal articles published prior to 1983, while the second volume is promised to cover more recent research.
A Retrospective Bibliography of American
Demographic history has been broadly defined and ''includes not only the basic patterns of population, but also the study of such things as family patterns and the social, economic, and political consequences of demographic trends, and further the hard quantitative data of population which cannot be fully understood March 1990 without reference to the values people attach to their behavior (Pre£.). This concern is evident in chapter 5, ''Interaction of the Family and Demographic Events."
Each section begins with a commentary on the topic under consideration, which is a kind of selection aid. Then follows the bibliography of books and articles drawn from a wide range of journals, especially state and local history ones. The volume ends with indexes for author, geographic area, and major subject groupings not included in the table of contents, e.g., ethnic, nationality, or religious groups; occupation; gender, or age.
There is a wealth of information here both from the bibliographies and from the overviews. All levels of researchers will find this a useful tool. One hopes the second volume is not far behind.-E.M.
FRENCH HISTORY
The bicentennial celebration of the French Revolution has brought us such a number of books that it now seems as popular a topic as the Spanish Civil War or the Second World War. The following notes describe one bibliography and four dictionaries, two of them biographical, published in 1988 and 1989 on the French Revolution. Furet and Ozouf (Paris: Flammarion, 1988 ) and translated as A Critical Dictionary of the French Revolution. This is a collection of essays rather than a dictionary. Twenty-five specialists treat key events, ideas, institutions and participants, in addition to historiography of the revolution, from Edmund Burke to Karl Marx. Each essay is accompanied by a short bibliography and cross-references to other relevant sections in the book. Indexes by proper name and theme further enhance the ease of use, as does the alphabetical list of articles in all chapters. Informative illustrations in color are grouped by chapterevents, figures, institutions, ideas. The dictionary is a very good starting point for anyone interested in the revolution. In the future, when another group of scholars looks back on the coverage of the French Revolution, this book will represent what scholarship has attained in the late twentieth century.
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As for the Paxton, it is a rather unsatisfactory piece of work, as all the entries are very short. This fact in itself should not mean that information is skimpy, but in this case, many articles are not informative or well written. For example, "Bibliotheque, national" has no reference to monastic and aristocratic collections that entered the library via confiscation during the revolution, nor does the ten-line history of the library refer to the depository system initiated by Francis I. The only reference in the article to the revolution is the fact that the institution changed its name from the royal library to the national library. Among English-language reference books on the French Revolution, the translation of Furet (above) or the earlier There are no cross-references and the entries are as they appear in the annual lists.
The Catalogue generale des ouvrages en langue [ran9aise 1926-1929 March 1990 ture (Guide BD1394) has been revised by M. C. Howatson (Oxford Univ. Pr., 1989. 615p . £43) with the aim of broadening the scope to pay "more attention to the philosophy and political institutions" (Pre£.) of the ancient world, e.g., ''women, position of." The cut-off date for coverage is AD 519, with the closing of the philosophy schools in Athens. Cross-references, some pronunciation information, maps. 
The Oxford Companion to Classical Litera-
